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THE BROOKE FAMILY OF VIRGINIA. 



(By Prof. St. George Tucker Brooke, Morgantown, W. Va.) 



Errata. In the July number make the following corrections. The 
first words should read: "IV. Mary m. Col. Baylor Hill, issue." The 
last line on p. 102, is out of place. It should immediately follow on 
p. 103 the line reading "1. Major General George Mercer Brooke (see 
this Mag., April, 1504). A few lines before this the line reading 
"(Corbin) Pendleton Brooke," &c, should be stricken out, as it reap- 
pears in the proper connection in the second line below. After "Rich- 
ard" in line 7, 4th paragraph on p. 103, add "Corbin, of Laneville. 
King and Queen county." 



This writer wrote to Hon. A. J. Montague, of Virginia, asking him 
whether he was not descended from the early Brookes, and if so please 
to trace his descent. The following is the reply: 

Lewis Montague (son of Captain Lewis Montague, born about 
1759). married Catherine Brooke, daughter of John William Brooke, 
of Essex county. His will bears date. September 21st, 1795, recorded 
April 20th, 1802, in which he mentions the following children: 

1. Ann Vass; 2, Jane, b. 1787, m. Lewis Beaman, removed to Illinois, 
number of children; 3, Latane, b. 1789; 4, Catherine, b. 1791, m. Lewis 
Seward, of Middlesex county, d. 1823 ; 5, Lewis Brooke, b. March 10th. 
1793; 6, Lucy, b. 1797, m. Aeneas Montague, of Mt. Prospect, Essex 
county; 7, Francis, b m. Mr. A. M. Clondis. 

5. Lewis Brooke Montague, m. Catherine Street Jesse at "Ellaslee," 
in Middlesex county, June 14th, 1818. There were ten children of 
this marriage, the eldest Ro. Latane Montague, being my father. 
Thus you see that I am the direct descendant of the marriage of 
Lewis Montague and Catherine Brooke. The above information I 
have substantially transcribed or copied from the genealogy of Peter 
Montague, the pioneer emigrant to America, coming over with Sir 
Francis Wyatt, in the ship "Charles," in 1621. If I can serve you 
further, please call upon me. 

April 4, 1907. A. J. Montague. 

It may be remarked in regard to the letter from Gov. Montague 
that this writer has not been able to find any one who belongs to the 
Brooke clan of Virginia who was not lineally descended from Robert 
Brooke, Sr., who was commissioned a justice of the peace of Essex 
in 1692. He had three sons only, Robert, Humphrey, and William. 
It is entirely certain that the aforesaid John William Brooke was 
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not desccndeed from any of those three. But it is possible that Robert 
Brooke, Sr., had brothers, although this writer has not been able to 
find any trace of them. But it is certain that six or eight men named 
Brooke lived in Virginia before 1650. John William Brooke, therefore, 
must have been descended from a brother of Robert Brooke, Sr., (if 
he had a brother), or from one of the six or eight Brookes who lived 
in Virginia before 1650. 

A correspondent writes that in the Journal of the Maryland House 
of Burgesses (if that is the title of the body) for 1647, a "Mr. Francis 
Brooke"' is excused for non-attendance "for drawing of his wine." 
This antedates by nearly three years the arrival in Maryland of 
Robert Brooke with his eight sons. 

HUMPHREY BROOKE OF FAUQUIER, b. I73O ( ?) d. 1802. 

Humphrey Brooke, of Fauquier, was the son of Humphrey Brooke,* 
Sr., whose wife was Elizabeth Braxton, daughter of George Braxton. 
Sr. He was clerk of the county court of Fauquier from 1759 to 
1793 — 34 years — and was succeeded in that office by his son, Francis 
Brooke, who held the office for 12 years— until 1805. He was also 
clerk of the circuit court of Prince William county from 1783 to 1793. 
and was succeeded in that office by his son, George Brooke, who held 
the office until 1805 (Johnson's Memorial of Virginia Clerks, pp. 176- 
320). A member (who has since died) of the Conrad family, of 
Winchester, Va., who are lineal descendants of Humphrey Brooke, of 
Fauquier, told this writer that there is in the Conrad family a letter 
written by Humphrey Brooke to his daughter Katherine, wife of Burr 
Powell, dated Dumfries and speaking of Dumfries as home. Dum- 
fries is in Prince William county. This letter can not be found. He 
was certainly clerk of the Virginia Senate in 1786. The resolution of 
the Virginia Legislature, January 21st, 1786, appointing Edmund 
Randolph, James Madison, jun., St. George Tucker, and others, to 
the Annapolis Convention is signed "John Beckley, C. H. D. ; H. 
Brooke, C. S." He was a member of the Virginia Senate from 1791 
to 1802. But the most important service of Humphrey Brooke, of 
Fauquier, to his country was as delegate from that county to the Vir- 
ginia Convention, which met in Richmond, June, 1788, to ratify or 
reject the "new" Constitution of the United States. He was one of 
the 89 who voted for ratification, as against the 79 who voted for 
rejection. 

The Spotsylvania County Records. Vol. I, p. 517, say that Humphrey 
Brooke was and Lieutenant of Foot in Spotsylvania county, and that 

* See this Magazine, July, 1902, p. 89: Hid., Oct , 1902, p. 197; ibid., July, 1903, p. 95; 
ibid., Jan., 1907, p. 327. 
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his commission was dated May 4th, 1756. But this Humphrey Brooke 
was probably the 3rd son of Robert Brooke, Jr., the Knight of the 
Horseshoe. See this Magazine, April, 1902, pp. 437-'8; Ibid, Oct., 
1902, p. 197; Ibid, July, 1905, p. 102-3. Col. George Brooke, of 
Mantapike, and Humphrey Brooke, of Fauquier, were brothers, and 
were first cousins of Richard Brooke, of Smithfield. A great-grand- 
son of Col. George Brooke, of Mantapike, Charles Washington Cole- 
man, married Cynthia Beverley, widow of Henry Augustine Washing- 
ton, and daughter of Judge Beverley Tucker; a great grand-daughter 
of Humphrey Brooke, of Fauquier, Laura Holmes Powell, married 
John Randolph Tucker, son of Judge Henry St. George Tucker; a 
grandson of Richard Brooke, of Smithfield, Henry Laurens Brooke* 
married Virginia, daughter of Judge Henry St. George Tucker. The 
two Judges Tucker were brothers. 

Extract from the will of Humphrey Brooke, of Fauquier, which is 
dated April 17th, 1802, and admitted to probate in the County Court 
of Fauquier, 26th day of July, 1802, his son "F. Brooke" being Clerk 
of the Court. 

"First. I give to my beloved wife, Milly Brooke, + &c. I give to 
my son Francis Brooke (I) &c and it is my will that all the rest of 
my estate may be equally divided between my son Matthew Whiting 
Brooke (II) and my daughters Ann Brooke (III), Catherine Powell 
(IV) and Lucy Ingram (V) &c. I lend the use of the household 
furniture &c to my daughter Elizabeth Digges (VI) &c. My sons 
George Brooke (VII) and Francis Brooke have each of them already 
received &c. I hereby constitute and appoint my son Matthew 
Whiting Brooke and my son-in-law Burr Powell Executors of this 
my last will and testament which I have written with my own hand. 
The testator mentions his son-in-law Thomas Digges but does not 
mention his son in law Ingram. Matthew W. Brooke and Burr Powell 
qualified as executors and "gave bond in the penalty of Ten Thousand 
pounds conditioned as the law directs." Charles Marshall, his son, 
Frank's brother-in-law, was security upon the bond. 

* In the July, 1904, issue of this Magazine, p. 103, this name is written Henry Lawrence 
Brooke. This is a mistake. It should be written Henry Laurens Brooke It is so 
written in his own handwriting by the late Henry L. Brooke in his own family Bible, 
and it is so put upon his tombstone in Hollywood Cemetary in Richmond. Va. He was 
named in honor of Henry Laurens of South Carolina. But as Henry Laurens was a 
cotemporary of Henry L. Brooke's grandfather and was eight years older, this writer 
does not know why his father should have been named in honor of the distinguished 
South Carolinian. 

fShe was his second wife and had been the second wife and widow of Col. Francis 
Tomkies, of Gloucester county. This writer is indebted for this information to the kind- 
ness of Prof. T. J. Stubbs, Sr., of Williamsburg, who obtained it from an old chancery 
suit of McDonald vs. Brooke, et al., in the records of the court at Williamsburg. Hum- 
phrey Brooke's children were all by his first wife. 
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I. Francis Brooke married Nancy Pickett, daughter of Martin 
Pickett. Mr. Charles Marshall (grandfather of Mrs. M. M. Green, 
of Warrenton, Va., whose mother was a daughter of Mr. Robert 
I. Taylor, of Alexandria), married another daughter of Martin Pick- 
ett, and Judge John Scott married still another. Martin Pickett was 
the colleague of Humphrey Brooke from Fauquier, in the Virginia 
Convention, which met in Richmond, June, 1788. to ratify or reject 
the "new" Constitution of the United States. Issue of Francis Brooke 
and Nancy Pickett were as follows : 

(A) Martin Pickett Brooke, m McLanahan and died without 

issue ; he adopted the daughter of his first cousin, Mr. Alexander I. 
Marshall ; she married Mr. Moses Green, of Fauquier ; he also adopted 
Catherine Travis Clarkson, who married a son of Chief Justice Mar- 
shall. 

(B) Francis Brooke, m Morgan and died without issue. He 

was the law partner of his uncle (by marriage) Judge Scott, and the 
settlement of his estate caused the noted Scott and Brooke suit. (See 
Beverley vs. Brooke, et al. ; Same vs. Pickett, II Leigh, 425 ; Beverley 
vs. Brooke, et al. ; Same vs. Scott, et al, IV Grattan, 187.) The 
bitterness caused by this suit is shown by the fact that Mr. Moore, 
counsel for Brooke, killed R. E. Lee, son of Charles Lee and grandson 
of "Light Horse Harry." Lee was son-in-law of Scott. 

II. Mathew Whiting Brooke m. Cecilia Gustavus Brown. Issue: 
1. Betty Whiting Brooke, m. Dr. Francis Fitzhugh Conway, b. July 
29th, 1807, d. Sept. 22nd, 1848, married Dec. 24th, 1835. Issue: i, 
Cecilia Wallace, b. Nov. 11, 1835; d. s. p., m. Maj. Clinton McCarty, 
C. S. A. ; ii, Francis Fitzhugh Conway, M. D., b. Lenwood, Ky., Nov. 
22nd, 1837, m. Sept. 25th, i860, Emma C. Hampton, Franklin Co., Ky. ; 
had 9 children; iii, Mary Jackson, b. Dec. 26, 1839, d. June 26, 1844; 
iv, Edwin Townsend, b. Feb. 19, 1842, m. Aug. 4, i860, Annie Clarke ; 
v, Mathew Brooke, b. Feb. 5, 1844, d. Oct. 8, 1859 ; vi, Middleton, b. 
Feb. 3rd, 1846. (Haydcn's Va. Genealogies, pp. 178, 281.) 

III. Ann Brooke, d. unmarried. See her will. 

IV. Catherine Brooke married Jan. 6, 1794, Burr Powell ; issue, 
(a), Humphrey Brooke Powell, m. Ann Boyd, of Berkeley county 
(now W. Va.) ; (b), Wm. Levin, M. D., b. June, 1797, d. Sept., 1853; 
grad. M. D., Univ. Pa., 1819; thesis, "Ascites"; m. his first cousin, 
Ann, b. Jan., 1800, dau. of Cuthbert "Powell, and had Robert Conrad, 
M. D., C. S. A., b. Aug. 1, 1838; grad. M. D. Univ. Md., 1869; Ass't 
Surg. C. S. A., d. May 9, 1890; m. Jan. 7, 1876, Mary Crawford, dau. 
of William Gregory, and had William Gregory, Llewellyn and Mary 
Donaldson; (c), Frank Whiting Powell; (d), George Cuthbert; (e), 
Edward; (f), Nancy, m. Lloyd Noland ; (g), Sarah, 111. Burr Harri- 
son; (h), Betty, m. Robert Y. Conrad, (Haydeii's Va. Genealogies, 
508.) 
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(a) Humphrey Brooke Powell, Middleburg, Loudon Co., Va., and 
his wife, Ann Boyd, had issue as follows: 

(i), Gertrude, m. Raleigh T. Colston; (2), Laura Holmes, m. John 
Randolph Tucker; (3) Louisa, m. Wm. Holliday; (4), Wm. Levin, 
m. Evelina Tucker Magill, daughter of Dr. Alfred T. Magill and grand- 
daughter of Judge Henry St. George Tucker ; their son. Dr. Wm. 
Levin Powell, is practicing medicine (1906) ; (5), Sallie, m. Jacqueline 

Harrison; (6), John Webb, m. ; (7), Katherine, m. Ma- 

gruder; (8), Marietta, m. 1st, Richard Holliday, of Talbott Co., Md., 
m. 2nd, Chas. Gibson, U. S. Senator from Md. ; (9), Jane Milicent, m. 
Clement C. McPhail, of Charlotte Co., Va. ; (10), Elizabeth, d. y. ; 
(11), Hunter Holmes, m. Emma Baker, of Winchester, Va. ; (12), 
Philip Pendleton, m. ; (13), Raleigh Colston, m. . 

Issue of Laura Holmes Powell and John Randolph Tucker is as 
follows : 

(a) Evelina Hunter Tucker, m. Wilmer H. Shields, of Natchez, 
Miss., at Lexington, Va., Nov. 30, 1876 (issue, 2 sons, Randolph 
Tucker and Gabriel Benoist Shields); (b), Anne Holmes Tucker, m. 
Dr. Wm. P. McGuire, of Winchester, Va., June 8th, 1871, at Lexing- 
ton, Va. (issue. Laura Holmes, Hunter Holmes, Leila Moss, Ran- 
dolph Tucker, Evelina Tucker, Willie Tucker (a girl) ; (c), Virginia 
Brooke Tucker, m. John Carmichael, of Georgia, Feb. 13th, 1872, at 
Lexington, Va. ; (d), Hon. Henry St. George Tucker married 1st. at 
Lexington, Va., Oct. 25th, 1877, Henrietta Preston Johnston, grand- 
daughter of Gen'I Albert Sidney Johnston, C. S. Army (issue, John 
Randolph, Rosa Johnston. Albert Sidney, Laura Powell. Henrietta 
and St. George Tucker (twins). Hon. Henry St. George Tucker 
married 2nd, January 13th. 1003, at Wilkesbarre, Pa., Martha Sharpe, 
no issue; (e), Humphrey Brooke Powell Tucker d. in infancy; (f), 
Gertrude Powell Tucker, m. Oct. nth, 18—, John Lee Logan, of 
Goochland Co., Va., no issue. Mr. Logan was appointed judge in a 

territory and died . (g), Laura Randolph Tucker, m. Nov. 8th, 

1888, at Lexington, Va., E. Morgan Pendleton ; issue : Randolph 
Tucker, Laura Tucker. Morgan, Gertrude Logan Pendleton. 

Anne Whiting Powell, b. March 31st, 1793, married Lloyd Noland, 
b. Dec. 14, 1790. Their marriage was celebrated Jan. 5, 1814. Their 
children were Catherine Mary Powell, b. Nov. 3, 1814; Thomas Lloyd, 
b. May 25, 1817; Burr Powell, b. Oct. 20. 1818; Richard Wm. Noble. 
b. Feb. 24, 1822. Catherine Mary Powell Noland married Dr. Wm. B. 
Cochran, and died at the home of her son-in-law. Bishop Thos. U. 
Dudley, in Louisville, Ky., Feb. 17, 1895 aged 80 years and six months. 

(to be continued) 



